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County, lake dwellers
must share dam costs

Without the Indianford Dam, Lake Koshkonongceases to
exist. Ifthe lnke turns into amere widening of the river, tourism
driesup.

The people who live near thelake appreciate its aesthetics
and itslure for cash-carrying tourists. Those residents have
made majorinvestmentsinthe region, and theyneed the lake
toprotect their interests,

Some taxpayers, [aced withathreat involving real estate,
mightleanonthe government to fix things. The peoplewho
live near Lake Koshkonong are taking a more realistic and less
seifish approach.

Twoyearsago, thestate warnedthe
county that Indianford wasn't goingto I_a
be worth a damn without extensivere- ke Koshko-
pairs. Rock County owns the dam, but i
the lake stretches across Rock, Jeffer- gﬁg g.'-‘.i:'lsﬂ?l ﬁ!ebﬂ;
sonandeven alittle bil of Dane coun-
ties, We've said allalong that those who protected.
benefit directly fromthe lake should
nhelp withthe cost of fixing and main-
taining the dam.

Ratherthanassume the dam was solely the government'’s
responsibility, lake residents have stepped forward and agreed
to share the financial burden. True, they didn’t have much
wriggle room. The county could have decided to take down the
dam and let nature take its course. Most people realize, howey-
er, that the lake is agem and should be protected,

Residents have formed alake district, which has the author-
ity to tax those who live within its boundaries. The district will
pay $30,000 peryear forthe next decade to help maintainthe
dam. Rock County will fund the repairs—expected to cost
about $500,000—and will put $20,000 a yearinto maintenance,

IU"s proper that tax dollars from all county residents be used
for aportion of the repairs. Many people may not actually use
thelake, butitisa source of revenue that trickles through the
wholeregion. Tourism createsjobs, and a decline in tourism
means anincrease in unemployment.

Jefferson County, which has agreed to contributetothere-
pairandupkeep ofthe dam, hasn't sent the checkyet. We urge
Rockand Jefferson county officials towork out the details
cuickly and pet those papers signed.




