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Twenty-five years ago, I learned how to
waber ski on Lake Koshkonong. Growing
up'in Janesville, we would fish and tube
and swim on the big lake just minutes
from our house near Washington Elemen-
tary School Sometimes, ifwe all behaved,
the aduolts would buy us cheeseburgers
and Sundrops at the Anchor Inn to help
wash down the grease and river water.
That was some kind of living for a young-
ster. Now, as a new father and a new
homeowner on Lake Koshkonong, some-
thing significant occurred to me as 1
looked around from the end of my pier.
Nothinghas changed.

Lake Koshkonong and the Rock River
are hidden treasures tucked quietly into
the back yards of Rock, Jefferson and o a
small degree, Dane counties, Some of the
prettiest sunsets this side of the Rockies
ocour above this 10,000-acre lake, Yet peo-
ple who see only as far as the end of their
streel willdecide the lake’s future,

The mission of the Rock-Koshkonong
Lake District Is cruclall to improve the vi-
slon of those people who will ultimately
decidethe fate of a great naturalvesource.

County board supervisors in Jellerson
and Rock counties share a8 huge responsi-
bility. They must ease the property tax
burden on their constituents while meet-
ing demand for services such as health
care centers and sherff facilities,

Repairing and improying the Indian-
ford Dam should be a no-brainer for the
supervisors caught between raising taxes
or cutiing services.

In the movie “Field of Dreams,” Kevin
‘Costner’s character hears a voice tell him,
“If you build it, and they witl come, " Lake
Koshkonong can become our lake of
dreams. The Indianford Dam isan éngine
that could drive prosperity forall county
taxpayers. If we explore ways to improve
the dam, rather than abandoning its val-
ue, itwill prove to be an investment in our
future. Today, the real-life location'of that
baseball field is among Towa's top tourist
attractions;

Rnck and Jefferson county
board supervisors appear to
be wearing blinders when it
comes to the Indianford
Dam.

Ourcommon rally callneeds to be make
the lake work-for us. No one would argue
the sconomic benefits of Madison's Ten-
ney Parklockand dam. The ability to navi-
gate Muadison’s chain of lakes has in-
eregsed home valuss and subsequently
raised revenue) Perhaps i the Rock and
Jefferson county boards began to explore
asimilar structure at Indianford, the abili:
ty to navigate from Janesville's Traxler
Parkto Fort Atkinson would prove tobe a
windfall for county tax coffers. New busl:
negses would sprout up and home values
and sale tax revenue would increase.

But tragically, Rock and Jefferson
rounty board supervisors appear to be
wearing blinders when it comes to the In-
dianford Dam: For 40 vears, the dam has
fought back agrinst all that Mother Na-
ture could throw at her, without the de-
fense of basic maintenance from her own-
2138,

Imagine the condition of our county
roads if county government neglected
their maintenance, The Indlanford Dam
should share the same countywide atten-
tionasourroads,

The answer is a cooperative effort
among all government regulators and
lawmakers The lake district happens to
bethe largest one in Wisponsin and serves.
to lobby and inform residents in three
counties ofthe economic impertance and
natural beauty of Lake Koshkonong. Ev-
ery schiool board, town and village board,
city council and all three county boards
ought to place the distriet on their agen-
das to allow for a publie discussion over
the vital economic role the Indianford
Dam plays inour quality oflife,

Resistance (8 coming {from those whao
feel'a certain romance for how things used
to be and from those who fall fo under-
stand that this o basie pocketbook issue
for all county taxpayers. Nostaleta is nice,
but does anyone feel nostalgic for the rick-
ety old Newville Bridge that rose fram the
green water lke a rusting dinpsaur
trapped in a tar pit? The bridge was not
replaced with a drawbridge to keep new-
eamers oub but with a safe, wider bridee
that invited people to our treasure and to
spend their money here in southern Wis-
consin

Millions of tourism and hospitality dol-
lars are flying by at 65 mph. Those taxable
dollars could be funding under-funded
county services, promoting local TIF dis-
tricts and improving our environment
Suppart the lake district and eontact your
local country board supervisor and say no
Lo new taxes and yes to promoting and in-

vestingin ourexisting resources.

Brian Christianson Hves i Edgerion
and runs apublic relations firm.



