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Years of DNR management on Lake Koshkonong pay off

er Mature for the great walleye fishery
which now exists in Lake Eoshkonong,

Although his humility is lawdable, Bush de-
serves o tremendous amount of credit for the
state of this fishery

Managing the fish population on & lake is
difficult. Managing 4 fish population on essen-
tially a wide spot in 8 medinme-sized river is
nearly impossible. Bash bas been striving to
bring this basin into a state of
balance for 25 years,

His efforts hove finally
achievid a state of near perfec-
tion that has endured for al-
mast twn years, with regson-
able optimi=m that this trend
will continue.

Dwzens of ineredibly intri-
cate puxzle piecas must mesh
for this stainad water to realize
it full potential. Unil 2004,
Mother Wature always seemed
te hold back somne key component prohibiting
natural harmaony,

Rough fish have been & major bugaboo, tear-
ing up vital weedbeds and muddying the water.
Rather than carp about this problem, Fush has
pursued ageressively a program of rough fish

rermonil,
| Zo far this year, contractors have removed
more than TOO,000 pounds of rough fish from
the lake, The difference already can be seen—
| there are weedbeds where wa've never seen
TETH

This critical component has permitbed fish
that thrive in desirable weeds o prosper, Inan
electrg shocking survey in 204k, Bush and his
creny cranked np an amazing 574 walleve fin-
gerlings per hour,

F isheries manager Don Bush credits Moth-

We haven't seen walleyes like this in Koshkonong
since 1987 In the winter of 1087-88, anglers—this
writer included—pounded the big walleye
population down to the point where it is just now
recovering, Our behavior as sports anglers during
the next couple of years will set the stape for af
least the next decade,

“These numbers are beyond “way off the
charts," Bush said, *I've seen nothing Like it in
nearly a gquarter century of fisheries manape-
ment.”

This amazing year class of walleves should
reach the 15-inch legal size limil by 2008,

PAeantime, the second-largest vear class that
natehed in 1993 continues to prosper. Those
fish wre huge. They ara too big to eat, Tat not
auite big enouwgh to monnt at 25- o 29-inchey
leng,

W haven't scen walleves like this in
Kishkonong since 1987, In the winter of 19587-
&R, anglers—this writer included —pounded the
big walleyve population down to thé point
where it is just now mecovering.

Cur behavior as sports anglers during the
nexct conple vears will set the stage for at least
the next decade, ¥e nead to practice cated-
and-release!

Aoslot limit protecting all walleyes between
24- to Bl-inches would be nice, allowing one
fish of more than 31 inches, which would cer-
tainly help keep taxidermists, such as Don Rich
Ji, off ef wellave,

Lutely the trolling hite on Kosh has slowed,
This is primarily due to die-off of sago

pondwesd, a self-perpetusting phenomeno
that eeeurs every August on water hodies
where this desirable—but aggravating—flor
thrives,

O way 1o defest the stringy weads i3 pl
ing a split shot abowt 30 inches up the line
above the Mo, & chartoeuse or orange spinn
blade erawler harness rigs that are so effect
ol summer walleyes in this lake.

Wisponsin laar allows three lines per ang
Diragging two spinnet figs abaut 40 feet het
planer boards al L6 mph, with a Cieada “lo
lined" about 110 feet hehind the boal is a4 ve
effective way to cash in on this bounty,

Drifting  big leech or a half-crawler thi
deeper holes in the river both above and bl
the lake alzn is effective.

Besides the nuisance of sago pondweed o
the lines, there i5 a fair algae bloom on the |
right o Although there is 8 greenish ting
the overall water gualiby and clarity is out-
standing—for Keshkonong,

With so0 manv large predatory walleyes b
the waters right now, Bush fears the big oo
will feed heavily on the abundant walleye fi
gerling population, throwing the lake oul of
balance once again,

Adter 25 vears of getting slapped around
Mother Nature, it easy to see the cause of |
hindogists apprehension,

Mot that the charmingly sarcastic Bush
doesnt deserve to be slapped. He does, Righ
o the back. Three cheers for the Edgerton
flash!

Ted Peck, a cortifed Merchant Martre o
tain, Ix an outdeors columnizt for The
Jancsville Gazethe. E-mvadl i
bedppekiEaoreinenet.
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