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Know rules on water
before you shove off

Whether you're fishing, swim-
ming, skiing or floating down a.
dazy river this summer, most of
you will take advantage of one of
our greatest

43,000 miles of rivers, and 650
miles of Great Lakes shoreline.
With all thiz available aurface
watet, it is not surprising that
recregtional boating 18 a major -
part of Wisconsin outdoor recre-
aticnal ativities, as well a3 a sig-
nificant part of the states scong-
my and totiriam 1ndusu'5r

The 11th Senate District has
more than 100 lakes—and 77 of
them are in Waykesha County
alone, Wahworth County has 24
lakes, the largest being Geneva
Lake, witich is # mites long and
anywhere from 1to 3 miles wide,
Our many lakes are one of the
rensons why Waukesha and Wal-
worth countles ave ranked fourth
and sixth in tourism dollars
brought into the state. In fact,
without the 'state and loral gov-
ernment revenues generated hy
tourism, taxpaying Wisconsin
households would face nearly -
¥950 in additional taxes annval-
Iy to maintain exieting povern-
ment services. (The Ecohotric
Impact of Expenditures by Trav-
elers on Wisconsin 2006 by
Davidaon-Peterson & Assoc.)

Boatlng might be one of the
mare popular simmer pagtimes,
but without caution, It can alsg -
be one of the most dangercus. In
2006, there were 10 boating fa-
talities in Wisconsin, down from
22 in 2005. The decreaae could

be due to boaters’ awareness and

attentlon to safety. Many of these
tataliWél-Mere due to drowning,

L be sure to wear g life jackat or

m;

-,

_ at least provide one personal

tloatation device for each Pussen-
ger on hoard.

Senate Bl 16 would requine
bonters ages 12 yeats and
younger to wear personal flota-
tion devices while aboard any |,
boat 26 feet long or shorter and.
while the hoat i3 in cperation. 5B
16 passed the Senate and {s avall-
ahle to be scheduled in the As-
sembly in the near future,

Scme of the most common - .
boating infractions. fhelude per- -
sonal watercraft viclations, fafl-
ure to provide the proper num-
ber of personal flotation devices,
operating 8 boat whthotnt n.vaﬂd
certificate number, operating a -
boat in & prohfvited ares orin :
excens of speed, operating a mo-
totboat while under theinfln- ; + .
ence of an intoxicant, operaﬂngs
hoat at night without: required |
Hghts and allowing an underaue 5
petson to operate a motorboat. *

A new Wiseonsin Jaw passed -
lagt year requlres borting educa-
tion. The law requives anyone
born on oz after Jan. 1, 1980, and..
at leaatlﬁyea.tsofugemhavew
boating safety education ce;
cate to operate a motorboat on .
‘Wlaconaln's waterways,

Recelving a citation for &
bonting violation can quickly
turn: a day of fun in the gun, toa*

. day of no fun at all, Sa be sure toi

know Wisconsins hoating laws,
Review the Wisconsin Depart. -
ment of Naturs] Resources Web .
page at www.dnretatewlus to
£DBUrE you are up-to-date on. -
boating reguiations. You may
also can the sputheast regional
boating office with questions at
(414} 2G3-8500.

Have fun while boating

‘around & Wisconsin lake or Tiver

this summer, but remember to
put safety first, Please use coms -
mMoN dense, and have a great
simmer!

Sen. Nedxsdxie,ﬂmham
can be reqched at PO, Box 7883,
Mudizon, WI E3P07T882 or by -
calling 1-800-578-1457, He maybq
reached in the district at(262)
742-2025 or througha link at
£V




