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;Vetéran Nature Lover of

Lost Art of

The {following artiele by Joe
Alexanmder, Mudison writer, ap-
peared in the Septembor Issue of
Farm ol Firveside, umider the
heading “The  Arrow. Maker of
- Lake Koshkonmong,” 1t is re-
printed here through courtesy ol
Yarm and Vireshlto.—Editor's notle,
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| BY JOE ALEXANDER

HAVE alwayvs wondered how the

Indians wmade the arrowheads that

we pick up in the plowed fields
now and then. [ had been told that
it was a lost arl; that no one, any
more, knew how they were made,

Now I know. I have sean them
made, and have seen stone axes made
too, Tor I have met Halvor 1., Skav-
lem, “The Arrow-AMaker, of Lake
Koshkonong." Grey of beard and
Ckeen of eye, 77 years young, he says,
Cihis “Johm Burroughs of Wisconsin”
lives at hia farm home in south cen-
“tral Wisconsin, by the shore of this
historic lake.

Skavliem. a kindly old lover of
hirds and flowers and of Indian lorve,
told me how he learned the secret of
the Indians-—a secret that they have
forgotten they ever knew.

“Right around here,” said Mr. Skav-
lem, with a wide sweep of _his hand,
“oncee stood a Winnebago village, Car-
eajou, of between 5H,000 and 7,000
I'[‘.I'ECII.'III'.".
© YT fArst came here as a bey Lo hunt
cand fish. 1 picked up I[ndian arrow-
' heads, stone axes, celts, and bits of
hone.

Found Stone Hammers

“Por many years J came up here
whenever 1 could find a good excuse
“to ‘play hookey from work. Finally
-1 built my home here, My experi-
'ments really started then. T had been
| finding some odd-shaped stones here-
'ahonts — trianguiar, with rounded
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" corners, a couple of inches thick and
' four or five inches across.
' found so many of similar shape and
isize 1

When I

began to wonder. When I
| saw how nigely they fitted the hand,
'1 saw they %ad been used for some
| purpose, for they were worn concave
' where my thumb and fingers gripped.
Then it eame to me that they were
stone hammers.

“One dav T found an nnfinished In-
dian ax. With one of these hammer
stones I sat down to the job of finish-
ing the ax that-had been begun per-
haps a ceniury ago. 1 didn’'t learn
all of the tricks of the trade, then,
but in time T did.

“First you tgke a big.piece of crys-
tal-line stomca Idgg«hals. u} brick, but
larger. Witk tle bdnunes stone you
strike sharp, short, glancing the edge
Lo give it the shape of a thick, blunt

Caxt

And this he did, while I dodged the
flying fragments of stone that whizzed
past my ears and nose, Then, hold-
ing up the rounghed-out stone, he re-
marked: ' _

Taps Lightly

“You can see that this has an ax
shape, but it still needs smoothing’ off,
and it must be grooved to take the
cletf-stick ax handle. Everybody
thinks that would bean endless job,
but it isn't. Why, I have heard that

| it would take days of work to make
the groove; that the Indians must
have had lots of time to kill! Now
vou take out vour watch and time me.™

Holding loosely in lis hand an an-
tular piece of whitish, flinty stone
about the size of a duck’™s egg, he
commenced  rat-a-tat-tatting = sharp,
'short blows that sounded, as he  re-
mmarked, like the drum of a woodpeck-
er on . a hollow, tree. 1 noliced. that
i hhe did not strike hard; rather, he
swung the small hammer stone enlire-
| ly from his wrist, letting it rebound
l hetween strokes, - Rapidly a fine white
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powder- collected in-a wide banagl
around and close-to the thick end of |
t!m ax-to-be, This he blew off from !
time to time, L '

“Thiz plece of flint crushes the crys-
“lals of the stone in the axhead. The
flint wears away too, but not nearly
so - fast, You can see how  fast a
groove fakes shape, and how deep this
one is getting—"

“Time!" I called, for the three min-
utes he had allowed were up. Exam-
ining - the axhead,
groove about. an inch wide and half|
as deep extended nearly halfwnx-}

around it. Five minutes nmore would
have-completed the work.
Relle of Stone Age

;'Aml io make ihe flnished, smoolh
head,” he told me, “would only mean

of stone, also vbsidian (velcanic glass)
or even plain glass, This arrowhead,”
showing me a very pretty brown one

. With saw-teeth along its edge, “was
- made out of the hottom of a beer bot-

tle. No other

nowadays.”
_Drawing up to his side a hox filled
with several fragments of bone, hse
went to work. This is the way he did
it, to the accompanying “erunch-
scrunch™ of his bone chisel  on the !
|

use for heer hoitles

I found that 8!pard flake of stone: :

On the porch he placed a block ot

hard wood in which has been chan-

neled grooves and depressions of
varying widths and depths. Upon the .
block he placed an irregular, flaltened
flake of flint, about three-eizghts of an
inch in thickness and somewhat larger |

more steady pecking away until its|than a silver dollar. With the fingers
tough edges and depressions disap- and thnmb of his left hand he held

pear.”

Nothing but a couple of lumps of
stone as tools, and in a very short:
time he made a relic of the Stone Age
itu order.

“aAnd now for the arrowheads”™
| Skavlem sald, laying aside the stone
‘ax. “Flint or rather chert, arrows are
an entirely different matter. They |
‘are made of non-crystalline, unstarti- |
' fied stone. You can see from any ol
| these heads,” handing me a couple of |
‘genuine ones, “that they were not
made hy* pecking off tiny fragments,
|as we Aid wih thaax,bat that larger
| lakess hawe been brpkee'off to leave a !
thin edge and a thicker center, -‘

“Do you remember reading in your
history books about Captain John!
Smith and Chief Powhatan, father of|
the Indian princess Pocahontas? Well,
[ came across a statement like this in
an old book:

“‘John Smith tried to purchase from
Chief Powhatan his medicine bag, con-
talning charms and odds and ends nr1
hone, etc. The chief refused to sell, |
saying that these old bones were big|
medicine in his arrowhead-making.’ \

“There was an idea. Old bones; hlg[
medieine for making arrows! 1 had|
often found pleces of bone in mounds |
hers abouts; often had turned them up
‘in the flelds: but they meant nothing
much to me until I read this.

Fashloned Bone Chisels

“I dug up the cannon bone of a mule
that had died some 15 years before,
cracked that into long splinters, and
made chisels. As last I hit on what
‘s called by the sclentists the conchoi- |
¢dal fracture of stone—these flakes tak- |
en ont of the edges, you see. Once 1!
'mastered that, the rest was practice.

“Now let's make an arrowhead. We
could choose any one of several kinds |
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it so ihat its edge projected slightly |

over one of the shallow grooves.

“1 begin with this big bons chigel,
which has no cutting  edge,” he ex-|
plained. The chisel was perhaps eight
inches long and half ap inch thick at
its rouchly rounded point. b

“Now 1 press this point dmvn|
against the lower edge of the flake, at.:
ihe same time- exerting a . slanting,|
downward, and rotary pressure. You
see that the hone is not used like 2.
real chisel at all; rather, it serves as
a sort of rasp.” With the roughened
cross-section of the end of bone deft-
Iy held and operated by the strong
and practiced right hand, the left hand
rotating the bit of stome upon the
wooden block, fragments crunched
and fell rapidly from its outer, lower
edge, Quickly he converted the stone
Aake into a somewhat triangular ar-
rowhead. Holding it up he said:

“In the fields you find lots of heads
like this ome, finished except for the
notches and barbs, Now let’s finish
itiii
This time he used a smaller chisel
with a thinner and narrower point.
Deftly he clipped out the two notch-
es and left the head ready to Dbe
lashed to a wooden shaft. As an
exira fancy touch, however, he sharp-
the edge by removing small

ened
chips and producing an almost
knife-like eutting edge. Then, with

a muskrat's tooth set in a wooden
handle. he chipved a series of saw-
teeth notches along lhe entire edge
from tip to notch.
Woul'd Pass for Genunine

The head was vnished. Perfecl
in proportion and shape, it would
have passed readily for a genuine

Indian arrowhead.
wphe Indian didn't have a well-

devedoped mechanical eve or sense.” .
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sajd Skavlem. “He muade an arrow-
heard that would serve his purpose
of hunting or defense. Often one
side was not true; sametimes the
head had a spiral twist, but that was
not intentional, nor was it so made
to rotate the arrow. The feathered
shaft was planned to prevenl rota-
tion."

I asked if certain Indians did the
arrow-making for the tribe, as we
have blacksmiths and carpenters.

“No, the Iadians didn't do much
specializing: - BEvery little Indian

child had as “ts playthings the tools
of war and the chase., No scooters
nor marbles in thoze days. Papoose
had his little bow. Naturally. he im-
itated the grownups by trying his
hand 2t making arrows. Gradually

each child learned the art.”

“Do the Indians now living know
how to make arrows?” 1 asked.

“I have  been waiting for that
question.” he replied. “Indians al-
ways sav, ‘We shoot with pguns!’

They believe that' they always used
guns. Once I made some arrows for
i bunch of Indians gathered for a
big powwow on the upper Chippewa

river. I asked one old squaw, ‘Gran'-
ma, where o these heads  come
from? She apswered. ‘Thunder

stones; come down in yaein :
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Halvor Skavlem Will Be
Awarded Lapham Medal -

~ for Indian Research

Janesvilles el Engv

gist &h ﬂ.“;““%;[, :

leni, B0J “Bpod
designated by the Wisconsin Archac-
ologich] society as one of 10 men to re-
r:eiw.-f_-" the Ineressze Lapham medal in
recognition of many years of researzh
gwork which hag given to thie state ox-
“higustive information concerning (he

Indians and other contributions Lo ar-
chaeology.

. The presentation of medals, the first
“to be-awarded by the state socieiy,
will be made at the silver anniversary
meeting in Milwaukee, Monday night,
according to an Associaled Press diz-
vpateh, .
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at Lake Koshkonong during the sum-

! Y. Daptt, 15 credited with being the fivsl
pect avehue, hag been | vhite man-to fashion arrowheads and

implements with the crude weapons

used by the' Indians themzsalves.

Fer
is considercd an autnority on potany, |
ornithology and geology. |

§
Lr. George L., Collle, Beleit, is an-|

bolher man designated to receive the

medal. He iz divector of the Logun
museum of Deloit college and . occu-
pies the Logan chair of anthropology
of the college. He has played a prom-
inent. pary in Lhe state societly since
its organization.

Others who will receive medals are
as follows: OCeorge A. West, Milwau-

kee; Charles F. Brown, Madisoun; Lr.
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