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Linn Duesterbeck owns frontage along Haight's Bay in Lake Hoshkonong, and he fears that if the lake's level is raised, much of
the wetlands, prairie and other wildlife habitats he has worked to maintain and restore will be destroyed.

Will history be repeated on Koshkonong?

Lake levels spawn contentious debate,
pit neighbor against neighbor

By Brian E, Clark
Gazetls Staft

It could be 1979 all over again.

That was the year the Rock River Enshkonong Asso-
ciation proposed raising by several feet the level of shal-
low, man-made Lake Hoshlkonong in southwest Jefferson
Counly.

It appeared at the time that the Department of Nat-
ural Resources might agree,

But a group of wetlinds owners and duck hunters
sued the DNR over the plan, which they said threatened
wetlands. A decade-long court battie followed. Ultimate-

Iy, the parties reached a settlement that raised levels of
the lake about four inekwes,

Fast-forward two decades.

Rock-Eoahkonong
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thve lake bevel seven inehes o improve boating and recre-
ation, They also wanl Uhe agency to end the praclice of
lowering the lake during the winter. Inresponse, the DNE
has asked Lhe district to prepare a lengthy environmen-
12l assessment of ils plan.

nmhumwmmxmumﬁmmmm

. M0 400-aere lake kept at ts current level, with periodic

summer draw downs.

Last weekend, the lake district membership voted
out onc-lerm commissioner Buck Sweeney, a duock
hunter and Wetlands Astocition member, and replaced
him with Brian Christianson, an outspoken high-water
advocate. The tally was 265-40.
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Koshkonong/Debate over lake level

Continued from 1A

 “Thiz is a mandate Lo continue
t0 raise and promote stable water
levels and do whatever it takes to
defeat draardowns of the kake,™ said
Christianson, a J-vear-old political
consullant who waorlkes in Madison.

Sweeney, a Madison attormey,
said he was disappointed.

“Uhristianson won big™ he said
“T guess some people don't carve
about anything except higher wa-
ter and bigger boats on the lake. T
think Wmore folks knew what a dev-
astating effect a higher water lewel
would bave on the marshlands, the
viotewould have been diferent. But
this isn'l over”™
- Bothsideshave hired profession-
al biologists and engineers Lo do re-
search on lake levels and what the
duck hunters contend are fragile
wellands. RSV Enrmeering of Jef-
ferson is doing most of the work for
the kake distriet. while Natural Re-
sourees  Consulting of Coitage
Crrowe b Been hired by the marsh
AdvocaLes,

Both sides will present, their find-
ingstothe DNR, but no one expects
the issue 1o stop there. Christian-
s0m, who calls the DNE biased, says
lhl:im;cisalmmmrtmhmﬁnﬂuu
in the courts again,

Jim Folk, ‘president of the dis-
Lrigt, said he doesn't want toget tied
upin court for 2rears. “Ldon't want
thiz to oo on like it did Lst time, We
really didnt have much say then.
Butthis time we arrrsmalﬂngfurthp
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Christianson calls the wetlands
advocates, “srrogant, selfish elit-
ists."

e sz his group wants Lo pro-
tech and impoove wetlands while at
the same time providing stable wa-
ter levels for recreational boaters.

*The ter0 are not exclusive,” he
swid. “T think we can have both. And
our studies, by third-party experts
have completely refuted all Ehe
claims by the wetlands club aboat
crosion, flonding and  shoreline
damage. The lake is dying and we
hawetodo something about it. Rais-
ing the lewel of the lake would be
good for boaters, it would be good
for the economy and it would not
hiarm the ecobogye™

EBul Linn Duesterbeck, a duck
hunter and former lake district com-
missioner, scoffed at deseriptions of
his group as sellish cltists whose
poal is Lo remove Indianford Dam
and return the lake to its natural
state as a deep water marsh.

=1 wonldn't advocale that be-
cauge iIUs ol praclical and becanse
Tknow there are alot of waried recre-
ational interests  here™  smid
Duesterbeck, who has Bumily mem-
bers who sail on the lake. “The key
here is that raising the water lewel
would destroy wetlands, We are
adamantly opposed to that and we
will fight, it any way we can"

In addition to raising the lewvel,
mueh of the controversy 8 about
L dam.
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Originally & deep-water marsh,
the Lake was crealed when settlers
dammed the Rock River down-
stream from the lake in 1850, The
lake was raised in 1917, bub is sLl
anly 3- Lo B-feet deep in the center.
It is frequently plagued by weeds
and iz dark green with algae.

In 1984, the DNR suggrested re-
moving the dam, prompting lake
users to onee again form a lake dis-
trict,

“There was a clear and present
danger to the lake,” sald Christian-
SOTL

The district has agresd to take
over the dam from Rock County af-
ter the county repairs it later this
¥ear

Christianson says the DNR has
“a deep-seated prejudice against
dams"

“They believe Lhal dams are a
SCar inst pature, ® he said. “They
wolld preferthat they be removed,”

“The other side really wanls Lo
remove the Indianford Darm that
created this lake and retum it to a
mearsh thal only 8 canoe can navi-
prate,” maid Jerry Richardson, lake
district treasurer, who owns Harbor
Recreation on the lake “But that
won'l, happen. It would affect 3350
mmillion worth of property and 4,000
landoemers.™

But, Duesterbeck savs the wet-
Lanwls ane worlh saving, and he has
Sﬂt plenty of money towsard that.
e -




'S pits neighbor against neighbor

his first duck when he was $-years-
oldin Haight's Bay under the wrateh-
ful eye of his father His family owns
65 a3cres on the shallow inlet and
5,500 feet shoreline onithe
southwest side of the lake, He said
HEoshkonong was once considered
o of Lhe premier duck hunting -
cations inthe Midwest, drawing the
likes of Teddy Roosevelt and othar

ke said. "Bul we are willing to ne-
potiate thal tocompromise, But we
won't ghve im on Che lake level be-
canse we have {00 much (o lose.
“We are committed (o the cur-
rent maxirim level for the lake and
wi would consider eliminating Lhe
winterdraw downs, cven though we
kmow they have improved the lake
aquaciliure,” be said,
Duesterbeck sadd he has person-
ally spent more than 350,000 to re-
store marshes and prairies on his
land. Working with the lalee district,
he appbied for a $10,000 state grant
Lo put rock fprap on his shoreEne
Lo protect it from erosion, With the
state’s £3.2 billlan deficit. however

he sadd e has doubts i he will ever
receive Lhe state

“But that doesn't matter said,
“These wetlandsare worth zaving, If
they are destroyed. I don't know if

But he =aid heé is even more oon-
cermied about forested wetlands ad-
near Koshkonong Creek. These
tracts of forest Doodplain—with
green ash, cotlonwoods, American
elms and silver maples—are impor-
tant for Gsh spawning amphibian
and reptile habitat and slowing
down fooding waters, he said.

"They are adapted to spring

in the Fiver™ he siid “It will never

be a deep waler lake. And I'm nol
sure if raising i seven inches wil
make it more recreation friemdly.”

But Richardson argues that hay
gz seven more mches of water bn the
lakoe iz “Tike srven mone feel {0 soms
people because il means they womn
have to have 190-foot doeks to gel
oiit bo Ehedr boats,

=1 think raising the lake is aboa
the greater good for the majority o
the penpie whﬂfish and boat," he

sabd. T don't think they wank thi:
to b= a brook. IL hasm
betn that way for 15 years."
The DNR tries {0 balance the
needs and wants of properly own

BTs, Lhose with wetkands
sakd Bush, He said it ls well-docu
mented that hmndreds of acres o
marshes have disappeared during
the last two decades,

"There {8 an areg on the portk
side that was platted for homes thal
= all poone,” he said. ="There is
question that this erosion would
continue if the level 18 raised. T
lake is still sevking to establish jts
shoreline.~

And even il the DNR were 1
agrée Lo raise Lhe lake, Bush sl
sure i that is possible with the cur
rent Indianford Dam.

“Oree of the things the distriet?
owt hydrology report showed i
that the lake is about as high as il
could be,” he said, "I may nol be
posgible to rakse it wilthout modify
indr the darm in Some wav”



